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ABSTRACT

The paper argues that teaching and learning ofukzgeg whether local or foreign such as English, may
effective only with the use of good language labmma This is because it is in language laboratbgt production and
point of production of the spoken aspect of language observed and noted. Thus, the paper exathieaglevance of
language laboratory in this regard. Also, it ndtes place of the written aspect of language and thasvhandled in the
laboratory. The beneficiaries of the language latwoy have also been identified and mentioned. paper concludes that
the two forms of language (spoken and written) eHactively be learned only when the use of langukedporatory is

taken seriously; of course with the support ofahthorities concerned.
KEYWORDS: A Preliminary Note on the Use of Language Labosgthocal or Foreign, (Spoken and Written)
INTRODUCTION

According to the Longman Dictionary of Contemporgnglish, (1995) language laboratory is a room stlaool
or college where you can learn to speak a foraagguage by listening to TAPES or recording your awite. However,

both spoken and written kinds of language are @iffein their way of production and point of protan.

In the spoken form, the speaker has the advanthgeiae quality effect, facial expressions and gess. A person that
speaks with smiling and welcoming voice qualityikely to get a better attention than one with anvalcoming face (as

well as a roaring voice quality). The speaker stidnd able to match what has been said to the wasibeen said.

The speakers should also examine their intentioméevspeaking (this is why we shall have a glanc¢ha Nigerian

English usage). Note that there is yet the termwknas Nigerian French; let alone its usage.

Again, the speakers can observe their listenersraify their speech. They can also have immedéesdback from their

listeners.

On the other hand, the writer has the chance dingoover what they have written, pause, reconstmecord
their word choice or change their minds completalywhat they have planned to say earlier. Agaiey o not have the
access to immediate feedback. Theirs is alwaysmiagé the reader’s reaction. Both forms of langu@poken and

written) are relevant in discussing the use of leagg laboratory.

Language laboratory is a workshop with both tedshemnsoleand learner’s bootlwhere the production and

repair of spoken language take place. The langubgesmay be local like Hausa or foreign such aglifmor French.

Thus to teach/learn spoken language, there musiebieacher and the learner and of course, thesfezanpment.
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THE USE OF LABORATORY IN LANGUAGE TEACHING/LEARNING

The main motive behind the construction of any leage laboratory is to ease the teaching and legarofn
spoken language. Since the learners are tauglereliff ways of words production, they are usually amre commonly
exposed to homonym and homophones. They are algbttéhe tone, intonation and stress patternsefahguage to be

learned.

* Homonym:This refers to word that is spelt the same and ddl@ same as another, but is different in meaning

origin. The noun ‘bear’ and verb ‘bear’ are homosyimox, box, and ball.

* Homophone:This is a word that sounds the same as anotherdiffatent in spelling, meaning or origin. For

example ‘knew’ and ‘new’, there and their, fair dade

Additionally, the learners are exposed to differstening tests in the laboratory. To do this, teacher reads

one word from a line of words for the learnersderitify the one he reads. For example, the testgoaius:
LISTENING TEST

Listen carefully. In this section there are thremds to a line. | am going to read one word frorwheine. Beside

the word | read there is a letter. Write this letie your answer sheet.

1. A fair B. fear C. fur
2. A curl B. cool C. cail
3. A fate B. fit C. feet
4. A.rot B. rat C. rut
5. A.dirt B. debt C. dart
6. A.lone B. lawn C. line
7. A.sup B. sop C. sap
8. A. neat B. nit C. night
9. A will B. wool C. whirl
10. A. cot B. coat C. caught
11. A sin B. seen C. sign
12. A. cap B. cup C. cop
13. A. mire B. mere C. mare
14. A. fern B. fen C. fin
15. A heart B. art C. cart
16. A miner B. mire C. mile
17. A. fist B. fits C. fists
18. A. tough B. tup C. tut
19. A. thug B. fug C. pug
20. A. slot B. spot C. scot
21. A. chip B. ship C.slip
22. A lisp B. lisps C. lips
23. A. pride B. tried C. fried
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24. A half B. harp C. hearth
25. A. sheep B. cheap C. ship
26. A. cart B. carp C. calf
27. A. asks B. axe C. ask
28. A. frill B. trill C. thrill
29. A lope B. ope C. hope

It is important to, at this juncture; explain cémtgalient terms which have direct bearing with discussion.
They are:

Tone:This is a musical or vocal sound with referencégauality and pitch .a quality or character of toice

expressing a particular feeling or mood etc. theegal character or style of spoken or written eggian.
Intonation:This refers to the rise and fall of the pitch of thoice in speech.
StressThis means to pronounce a sound, word etc with asiph

The language laboratory is primarily used to tealtlthe above aspects of spoken language. Thusttdon accuracy in
teaching any of the aspects, the language labgratost be used. But, how then do we achieve th& &ion the teacher to
achieve his/ger goal, he/she must engage the lsameany and different activities and drills. 8 when and where the

teacher’s consoland the learners’ boothill be extensively used.

Thus, we have to take into consideration, the teathe learner and the equipment to be used.i§ biscause the function

of the language laboratory can only be fully preddvhen the three are available.

Consider the following Words:

Noun Verb
! Import Imlport
! Export Ex!port
! Impact Im!pact
I Escort Esl!cort
! Refuse Relfuse
! Conduct | Conl!duct

THE BENEFICIARIES OF LANGUAGE LABORATORY

Who then benefits from the language laboratory! &hewer is simple and direct. Of course the teadher

learners and even the authority.

This is explained by the fact that, the teacherieags his aim of imparting knowledge, the learrleegn the
spoken aspect of the language in question andutm®idty goes with the credit. Therefore, using llweguage laboratory

effectively will result in producing students tlzan use the language effectively.
THE USE OF ENGLISH WITHOUT THE LABORATORY

Since we are all living witnesses to the fact thast of our schools and colleges do not have laggylaboratory,
then we can as well argue that most of the spefalsess of foreign languages do not speak the Egegithe way they are

supposed to be spoken. Thus, the need for thedadygrin our schools. We should remember that,unawn case (in
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Nigeria) English language is the official and natib language. Therefore, whether we like it or ribtbecomes a
responsibility on us to learn the language it tlagy w should be learnt, write it the way it shoblel written and speak it the

way it should be spoken.

Thus, both the spoken and written forms of Engdisbuld be well learned and especially in the latooya This is
because it is only in the language laboratory ¢ghdtorough and detailed treatment of the spokeecaspf the language

can take place.

We also believe that similar way should be followeddealing with the local languages (for exampleubh,
Yoruba and Igbo) in the country.

WRITTEN ASPECT OF THE LANGUAGE

Oluike in Jowitt (2000) says, “This June, all unsides will produce as usual, thousands of grashiatho
assume that the nation is theirs merely by the daabtaining university education...University lets have had one

litany of complaints: namely, The Poor Quality ofithhg of Their Graduateemphasis mine)

As has been mentioned earlier, written form of leage (in this case English) is equally relevardigstussing the use of
the language laboratory. Therefore, there is theglrfer us to discuss some writing (spelling) rule€nglish language;

with examples.
SPELLING: (English Language)

It is important to know that, wrong spelling leadswrong pronunciation. Thus, incorrect spellingates a poor
impression, and it can cause one to lose readendidence in one. English is a language with margg in its spellings.
The most reliable way to become proficient in spglis to read widely and to use a good dictiorfaryspelling, meaning
and pronunciation.

Sometimes errors are caused by confusion betweettswioat sound same or spelt same way.
SOME RULES TO FOLLOW
»  When_eior ie has the sound das in fell), the comes before theexpect when it follows C

* Adding a suffix beginning with a vowel (-ing, ed)ef the word consists of one syllable endingiimowel and a

consonant, the consonant is usually doubled. Exasngbeg-begger, stop-stopping, rag-ragged.
* Words ending in a consonant followed by e

» Usually the e is dropped when a suffix beginninthvai vowel is added. Examples: come-coming, movehimgg
dine-dining.

» The eis usually kept after g@r cto show that the pronunciation of these consomsaebft. Examples: manage-

manageable, advantage-advantageous, notice-ndéceab

* The prefix dis follows a logical pattern. If thedii letter of the word to which the prefix is added then a double

s will occur. In other cases there will be a sirglexamples: disappear, dissatisfy, dissimilaalole.
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e The uis kept in adjective ending in able, butinadjectives ending in ous where the noun endirgui; honour-

honourable, favour-favourable, glamour-glamourdwsnour-humourous, odour-odourous, rigour-rigorous.

» Plural of words ending in vy, if the letter beforésya vowel add s: examples: valley-valleys, monk®nkeys. If

the letter y is a consonant, change the y to lemdaby-babies, remedy-remedies, lorry-lorries.
NON-VERBAL FORM OF LANGUAGE

Non verbal codes are codes of communication congigif symbols that are not words, including nonavor
vocalizations. These refer to bodily movement, dhexpression, bodily appearance, gesture and attiéacts which all

fall under non verbal codes.

SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VERBAL AND NON VERBAL FORM S OF
LANGUAGE/COMMUNICATION

As we may all know language has a multifaceted ranttilayered structure. Thus, non-verbal languagsy ime

more difficult to comprehend and/or interpret tlisrcounterpart, the verbal form.
The differences that exist include:
1. NUMBER OF CHANNELS AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE

While the verbal language has one channel whickhés stream of utterances we offer, we have multiple
communication channels in the non verbal form. Ag#iese channels, in addition to being multipte, simultaneous.

Messages are received from others’ eyes, face, éindy

The second difference between the two channelwiwnication is the content for which they are kmsted. This
means, for example, that verbal language can ki taseomfortably explain, argue or tell a story.aftg while the verbal
language can differentiate tense and contrast éis¢ present and future, the nonverbal cannot. tiadilly, there is a

difference which centers on the rule structuregdneral, verbal language has far more rules thas donverbal language.
ENGLISH ENGLISH AND NIGERIAN ENGLISH

Perhaps it is important to know that, English ig tlee only non-indigenous language used and lelaynt
Nigerians. There is also the Arabic language wiigchven the mother tongue of a small group in Ystage. There is

again, the French language which features in sathwoiculum.

However, Nigerians mostly describe English as #mgliage of Nigeria. It is the language used irciafficorrespondence.
However, section 53 of the 1979 constitution stpes that, ‘the business of the National Assembé}l ©e conducted in

English,” though also ‘in Hausa, Igbho and Yorubawladequate arrangements have been made therefore’.

Thus, as English continues to perform the functiming national language, there emerges, in gentbaligerian English

variety which has some phonological, syntactic lemétal etc differences with English English.
SYNTAX

Here we discuss the syntactic element of the Emglied the misplacement of some classes of wordsidmrian

users. For example:

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.1947- This article can be dowloaded from www.bestjournals.in




54 Muhammad Aminu Mode

Standard British Popular Nigerian
i English English
Horn Noun Horn before overtaking
Off Adverb/Preposition Off the light
Naked | Adjective He naked himself

LEXIS

Nigerian users of English bring about the use ahlaords into English which leads to continuous oféhe

words as if they are English. For example:

Akara | Yoruba
Eba Yoruba
Gari Hausa
Suya Hausa
Obi Igho
Eze Igho

CONCLUSIONS

From the above discussions, it has become clegr'tbaNigerian users (both teachers and learnef€inglish
(and other languages), the knowledge of the wrided spoken forms of the language is important. W® forms
(especially the spoken aspects) can be learnedtigély only when the use of the language labosaisitaken seriously.
Therefore, for us to turn to the use of languad@datory in our universities, schools and colledhs,government must
come in to provide them (language laboratories)lliacademic institutions and train the teachers atfe charged with the

responsibility of training the learners.

Additionally, we have discussed also, briefly, mamtpher aspects of language use outside the lalvgratod their
challenges. Our hope is, the authorities at varimweels will come in to salvage this all importameans of

communication.
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